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SERMON, NO. XI. 

1 Cor. ix. 26.—J ‘herefore so run, not as uncertain- 
ly ; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air. 


It is one of the excellencies of the Christian revela- 
tion, that its most sublime truths are capable of being 
reduced to a level with every man’s understanding. 
This we might expect in a system in whose truths all 
are interested, and which is designed to promote the 
welfare of the rich and poor, the wise and the igno- 
rant, the learned and unlearned, ina word, of all 
mankind. To attain this end, figures of speech are 
employed, to illustrate important truths ; and allusions 
to ancient practices and customs are frequently made 
by the inspired writers, to enforce their doctrines and 
impress a sense of the duties arising from a belief of 
them, upon the hearts of their readers. Of this method 
of instruction, the text is an example. 

In those ages in which ancient Greece was in her 
highest glory, she instituted the Olympic games, which 
were celebrated every fourth year, with great parade 
and splendor. Those who were admitted as candi- 
dates for the honors bestowed upon the worthy, pre- 
pared themselves for their exercises by rules, and 
modes of living that were supposed to be useful in 
promoting strength and vigor of body ; and when they 
had undergone the necessary preparation, and had 
divested themselves of every incumbrance to their 
persons, and laid aside “every weight” that could 
impede their progress, or diminish the force and ac- 
tion of any physical power, they fought, wrestled, and 
ran; and he that. was victorious, when the exercise 
had ended,and was declared by the judges to have 
conformed to the laws and rules of the games, was 
crowned, and received the plaudits of the whole as- 
sembly. This-is a brief history of those transactions, 


a knowledge of which is necessary to an understana- 
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ing of much of the epistolary part of the New-Testa- 
ment, in which there are frequent allusions to these 
combats. ‘Thus in the text, and the associated pas- 
sages, Paul alludes to these things, in his description 
ef the Christian life. “Know ye not, that they whe 
run in a race, run all, but one receiveth the prize? 
So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that 
striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. 
Now they de it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we 
an incorruptible. [ therefore so run, not as uncer- 
tainly, so fight I, not as one that beateth the air.”’ 
First, The life which the Christian is required to 
live is represented in the Scriptures by-various simil- 
itudes ; itis called a race, a battle, and sometimes a 
wrestling ; but in every instance it supposes a prize 
to be obtained by him who is victorious; and this 
yrize is to be received when the race is ended, or the 
battle fought. I consider this subject of sufficient 
importance, to justify the utmost plainness of speech ; 
that if I am correct in my views, my observations 
may have the deeper impression, and if incorrect, I 
may lay myself open to more just and consistent 
views. Weare inclined to believe that we havea 
present reward in the virtuous deeds which we per- 
form here, and that this reward is amply sufficient to 
cover all the sacrifices that are necessarily made in 
pursuini virtuous course. To prove this, we adduce 
the testimony of scripture, “in keeping the command- 
ments is great reward.” It will be found difficult to 
prove that this is not, at least, partially true; nor 
have we any desire to prove to the contrary. But 
does it necessarily follow, that because we have a 
present reward in acts of virtue and religion, that 
there is nothing in reversion, which the virtuous and 
faithful servant of Christ will receive when his race 
is completed, and which even now, he holds in pros- 
pect, and with reference to which he acts, and which 
bas great influence in stimulating him to activity, 
faithfulness, and perseverance in his course? Does it 
necessarily fellow, that because I receive a present 
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felicity in whatever good I do, that, therefore I have 
no greater good to expect hereafter, which when 
received shall take the character of a reward, acrown, 
or prize? May not the idea of a present and a future 
reward be so associated, that the former shall be ne- 
cessary to the latter? These questions ought to be 
discussed with patience and candor. When you un- 
dertake any enterprize, you feel a conscious joy at 
every step you take in your progress, and why do you 
so? Because every step brings you nearer the end 
which you have in view, the prize for which you un- 
dertook the arduous race. The husbandman is cheered 
each day of his labors, with the consciousmess of duty 
faithfully performed, but this is because he has the 
rich harvest in prospect; the prize is before him; he 
keeps in constant view the goal at the end of his race, 
and this stimulates his exertions and sustains his 
endeavors. But if the harvest should fail, he would 
say, “how have I labored in vain and spent my strength 
for nought.” You would not hear him assert, that the: 
immediate pleasure resulting from his exertions, was 
itself a full reward. These observations exhibit a 
point in which the two ideas unite. We find a pre- 
sent reward, because the effort to obtain it leads to a 
future and greater recompense. The last idea is 
necessary to the first. We shall now see how far 
these views are justified by the voice of the scriptures. 

That the apostles and primitive believers did not 
act from the supposition that they had no reward to 
expect for their faithful adherence to their Master’s 
cause, except what they received in the present time, 
is evident from the declaration, that “if in this life 
only they had hope, they were of all men the most 
miserable.”?> Now if the theory which asserts, that 
the present reward of virtue is sufficient, be perfectly 
correct, the above declaration must be very incorrect 
and even false. For according to that theory, tho 
there were no future life, or no reward beyond thé 
grave, yet the course of virtue which these persons 
pursued, would render them even here, of all men, 











52 Christian Repository. 


the most happy. We shall be assisted in arriving at 
a correct view of this po‘nt, by attending to this sim- 
ple fact, that whatever we look for in future, as a 
reward, a crown, or prize, to recompense present 
efforts, must necessarily be accounted a reward, a 
crown, or a prize, when we receive it. If we say 
otherwise, we must admit that the apostles acted un- 
der the influence of a deception; which J believe 
very few will be prepared to assert. It may be said, 
that the primitive Christians acted under the influ- 
ence of the hope of a happy immortality. . Be it so. 
We have ne objection. But yet, this happy immor- 
tality was the prize, the crown fur which they ran; 
the hope of it sustained them in adversity, stimulated 
their efforts, made them faithful and persevering, and 
when they received it, must have been considered as 
forming an immense balance in their favor, for all 
personal sufferings, “a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory.” 

Here I anticipate a supposed difficulty; there may 
be an objection to these statements, arising from the 
alledged difference between a reward and a gift. 
“The satisfaction, derived from a faithful observance 
of the commands of Christ, is a reward; eternal life 
is a free gift.”? This is the form of the objection, and 
we shall proceed to give itan answer. I admit, that 
aman may receive as a gift, that which cannot in 
strictness of speech be called his reward or wages; 
but still the gift may have as great and even greater 
influence to stimulate him to duty, than the wages 
stipulated by his employer. The gift is so denomi- 
nated, because it is something additional to the wages, 
and not embraced in that article, but with the person 
who receives it, it is traly a reward, because he has 
reference to it in his labors. You tell a man whom 
you employ in your service, that he shall receive as a 
compensation a certain sum for every day’s labor, 
which sum shall not be detained in your hands after 
the sun has set, according to a well known provision. 
af the Jewish law. Now, in this case, your servant 
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receives a present recompence, which as it is stipu- 
lated in the contract, is not called a gratuity er gift. 
But in addition to his wages, you have a right to 
promise him a sum, at the close of the year, by way of 
gratuity or gift. Suppose you do this, then, tho rela- 
tively and verbally there is a distinction between the 
two payments, yet virtually there is none in reference 
to the receiver. The gift will have as powerful an 
effect upon the person employed to secure his attach- 
ment to your service and his faithfulness in your busi- 
ness, as his wages. Indeed, in his mind the two will 
be strongly associated. I believe it will not be con- 
tended, that if your servant would be inclined to be 
faithful for the mere consideration of his wages, that 
he will be likely to be less so, because the promised 
gratuity is super-added ; and hence I think it will 
not be suggested, that the doctrine in question has an 
immoral tendency, or is calculated to ~produce a reé- 
laxation of effort in the cause of, virtue. If I do not 
mistake the sense of scripture, it supports the preced- 
ing idea. Our Savior told his disciples, in reply to 
Peter’s observation, that “they had left all and fol- 
lowed him,” and his question, “what shall we have 
therefore rt” “Verily I say unto you, there is mo man, 
that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, 
or children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, who shall 
not receive manifold more in this present time, and 
in the world tocome life everlasting.” “Be faithful un- 
to death, and [ will give thee a crown of life.” This is 
strictly consonant to the spirit of the text and context, 
and conforms to the similitude. which Paul borrowed 
from the practice at the Grecian games. The crown 
was never bestowed till the race was completed or the 
battle fought. 

It is proper to mention in this place, the view that 
Paul entertained of this subject in its relation to 
himself. Being near the close of an eventful life, 
which had been principally employed in the service 
of his Master, he seems to contemplate a future re. 
ward, a glorious prize, with rapturous, exultation, «J 
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am now ready to be offered, and the time of my de- 
parture is at hand; I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith ; henceforth, 
there is laid up for me a crown ef righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge shall give to me at that 
day ; and not to me only, but to all such as love his 
appearing ”? Why does the apostle speak of his crown 
as “laid up for him?” Why not say that he had always 
worn it, from the commencement of his Christian 
race P Why does he speak of its being given in future, 
if he had at all times possessed it? “The Lord, the 
righteous Judge shall give it to me at that day.” 

Secondly. We are to show more particularly, 
what constitutes the crown or prize for which we are 
to pursue the Christian course. 

The preceding article was deveted te the consid- 
eration of the fact itself, tnat God has placed before us 
an object, which being seen, will animate the Chris- 
tian in his exertions, and render him more active, 
patient and persevering in duty ; the present article 
is to consist in defining this object as clearly as we can, 
with the aid which the scriptures afford us. The bible 
writers and our Lord himself treat this subject ina 
very lucid manner, and their representations place it 
in a most striking point of view. The reward which 
is promised to the faithful servants of Jesus Christ 
may be expressed in few words ; it is to receive their 
Master’s plaudit, “well done, good and faithful ser- 
vants ;” it is to share his henor; “to him that ever- 
cometh will 1 give to sit down with me upon my 
throne, even as I also have overcome, and have sat 
down with my father on his throne ;” it is to partici- 
pate his joy; “enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
“It isa faithful saying, if we suffer we shall also reign 
with him.”? The followers of the Lamb were inform- 
ed from the beginning of what they might expect in 
the present world. “Bonds and afflictions weuld 
abide them ;”’ they would have to “bear about in their 
bodies the dying of the Lord Jesus ;”? they might ex- 
pest to have to “fill up what wag behind ef the snf- 
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ferings of Christ in the flesh; and if they suffered 
“with him,” that is, in his cause, with his. temper, ir 
the exercise of his patience, meekness, and love, they 
would “be g'orified together with their Master; they 
would receive his approbation, as he also was approv- 
ed of God.” But to receive so great and glorious a 
reward, they must “be faithful unto death,” “endure 
to the end,”’ and finish their course, “by striving law- 
fully.”? In doing these things, the true disciple imi- 
tates his Lord, “who for the joy that was set before 
him, endured the cross and despised the shame.” 

It was with reference to this object, that Paul de- 
clared, “that forgetting the things that were behind, he 
reached forward fer those which were before, and 
pressed towards the mark, for the prize of his high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” It was this which 
chastened his conduct, inducing temperance and s0- 
briety; “I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection; lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, | myself should be a cast-away.” 
The declaration of Christ was holden in solemn re- 
membrarce; “he that denieth me before men, him 
will I also deny before my Father and his holy angels.” 

The approbation of one’s conscience is desirable; 
but the approbation of heaven is a superior object. 
The apostle urged the idea of keeping this object in 
constant view, in the various duties and labors of the 
Christian life. “No man that warreth, entangleth 
himself with the affairs of this life, that he may sane 
him who hath chosen him to be a soldier ;”” and hence, 
in his advice to Timothy with respect to his conduct 
as an Evangelist, he set before him, what he consid- 
ered the strongest inducement to faithfulness, zeal 
and activity, when he said, “study to show thyself 
approved unto God.” 

Teirdly. The race which the Christian is to run, 
or the combat in which he must engage, should be 
particularly described. “I therefore so run, notas 
ancertainly, so fight I, not as one that beateth the air.” 
The course, marked eut for the apostle is supposed 
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to be a course of duty, and a course of duty presup- 
poses and implies a course of opposition, and not 
unfrequently of suffering. We may safely say, that 
the life which Christianity prescribes is of necessity 
a warfare, a conflict between “principalities and pow- 
ers.’ He who is engaged in it, does not “beat the 
air,’ he has real enemies to encounter; and he needs 
“the whole armor of God” to render him victorious. 
Say that we have not the opposition which the primi- 
tive Christians were obliged to meet ; that the spirit 
of persecution has subsided, and that we are not liable 
to be called to “prison and to death; yet we are 
exposed to the same internal enemies as others have 
been before us, and they of all others are the most to 
be dreaded. ‘The apostle described his and his breth- 
ren’s condition in these brief sentences; “without 
were fightings, and within were fears.”? If wé are 
delivered from the former of these trials, that is from 
open opposition from external enemies, we need not 
flatter ourselves we are secure; depend upon it, we 
are not exempt from the danger of internal assaults ; 
and the latter of the evils which afflicted Paul will be 
found to exist in every man, who is not lulled intoa 
false security. His passions, his disposition and 
affections must be watched and guarded with the 
utmost caution, because from them, the greatest dan- 
gér is to be apprehended. Had Peter been more 
guarded, and less confident, he would not have turned 
recreant to his Master, nor have suffered that period 
of anguish and bitterness, in comparison with which, 
the vilest indignity of an opposer, and the severest 
tortures that an enemy of the cross could inflict, 
would have been light and trifling. 

To run with certainty the race appointed us, we 
must have a fixed object, and a perfect example. In 
this case no advice could be superior to that which 
Paul gave to the Hebrews, “Wherefore seeing we are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
tet us lay astde every weight and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 
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that is set before us; looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith, who, for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross and despised the shame.” 
Divest yourselves of every incumbrance ; lay aside 
every thing that would check your speed; pursue 
‘four course with patience, for this virtue will dimin- 
ish the fatigues attendant upon your exertions; it is 
the virtue which always looks forward, and acts upon 
things to come ; “ye have need of patience, that after 
ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise.” Look steadfastly to the mark of the prize 
before you, at the end of your course; it will give 
alacrity to your steps; it will preserve you from de- 
viation ; it will keep you from turning to the right 
hand or the left. Make the Captain of your salvation 
yourexample. Consider what actuated, encouraged 
and supported him in his conflict with the powers of 
darkness, what strengthened him te pursue his course. 
It was the “joy before him.” For tho it was his 
“meat and drink to do his father’s will,”? yet he con- 
stantly kept in his view theyreat blessing in rever- 
sion. Go, and do likewise, and his joy shall be yours. 


SENTIMENTS OF HOPKINSIANS. 

We give the following from Buck’s Theologica] Dictionary, 
and calculate to offer a few remarks on the same in a future 
number. We presume it will be new authentic history te 
many of our readers, while a few may have it already in 
their possession. It is written testimony of what has passed 
in the ears of thousands, and for the sake of the many, it is 
hoped the few will not complain because we have given it a 
place in our columns. 

Hopkinsians, so called from the Rev. Samuel Hop- 
kins, D. D. an American Divine, who in his sermons 
and tracts has made several additions to the senti- 
ments first advanced by the celebrated Jonathan Ed- 
wards; late president of New-Jersey College. 

The following is a summary of the distinguishing 
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tenets of the Hopkinsians, together with a few of the 
reasons they bring forward in support of the senti- 
ments. 

I. That all true virtue, or real holiness, consists 
in disinterested benevolence. The object of benevo- 
lence is universal being, including God and all intel- 
ligent creatures. It wishes and seeks the good of 
every individual, so far as is consistent with the 
greatest good of the whele, which is comprised in the 
glory of God, and the perfection and happiness of his 

ingdom. The law of God is the standard of all 
moral rectitude or holiness. This is reduced into 
love to God, and our neighbor as ourselves; and u- 
niversal good-will comprehends all the love of Ged, 
our neighbor, and ourselves, required in the divine 
law, and therefore must be the whole of holy obedi- 
ence. Let any serious person think what are the 
particular branches of true piety ; when he has view- 
ed each one by itself, he will find that disinterested 
friendly affections, is its distinguishing characteristic. 
For instance, all the holiness in pious fear, which 
distinguishes it from the fear of the wicked, consists 
in love. Again: holy gratitude is nothing but good- 
will to God and our neighbor, in which we ourselves 
are included ; and correspondent affection, excited b 
a view of the good-will and kindness of God. Uni- 
versal good-will alse implies the whole ofthe duty 
we owe to our neighbor, for justice, truth, and faith- 
fulness, are comprised in universal benevolence ; so 
are temperance and chastity. For an undue indul- 
See of our appetites and passions is contrary to 

enevolence, as tending to hurt ourselves or others, 
and so opposite to the general good, and the divine 
command, in which all the crime of such indulgence 
consists. In short, all virtue is nothing but benevo- 
lerice acted out in its proper nature and perfection ; 
or love to God and our neighbor, made perfect in 4ll 
its genuine exercises and expressions. | 

If. That all sin consists in selfishness. By this 
is neant an interested, selfish affection, by which a 
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person sets himself up as supreme, and the only ob- 
ject of regard; and nothing is good or lovely in his 
view, unless suited to promote his own private inter- 
est. This self-love is in its whole nature, and every 
degree of it, enmity against God: it is not subject to 
the law of God, and is the only affection that can op- 
pose it. It is the foundation of all spiritual blind- 
ness, and therefore the source of all the open idolatry 
in the heathen world, and false religion under the 
light of the Gospel ; all this is agreeable to the self- 
love which opposes God’s true character. Under the 
influence of this principle, men d@epart from truth ; it 
being itself the greatest practical lie in nature, as it 
sets up that which is comparatively nothing above 
universal existence. Self-love is the source of all 
profaneness and impiety in the world, and of all pride 
and ambition among men, which is nothing but self- 
ishness, acted out in this particular way. This is the 
foundation of all covetousness and sensuality, as it 
blinds people’s eyes, contracts their hearts, and sinks 
them down, so that they look upon earthly enjoy-. 
ments as the greatest good. This is the source of all 
falsehood, injustice, and oppression, as it excites 
mankind by undue methods to invade the property of 
others. Self-love produces all the violent passions ; 
envy, wrath, clamor, and evil speaking : and every 
thing contrary to the divine law is briefly comprehen- 
ded in this fruitful source of all iniquity, self-love. 

ill. That there are no promises of regenerating 
grace made to the doings of the unregenerate. For 
as faras men act from self-love, they act from a bad 
end: for those who have no true love to God, really 
do ne duty when they attend on the externais. of 
religion. And as the unregenerate act from a selfish 
principle, they do nothing which is commanded : their 
impenitent doings are wholly opposed to repentance 
and conversion ; therefore not implied in the com- 
mand te repent, &c. so far from this, they are ulte- 
gether disobedient to the command. Hence it ap- 
pears, that there are no promises of salvation to the 
doings of the unregenerate. 
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IV. That the impotency of sinners, with respect 
to believing in Christ, is not natural, but moral ; for 
it is a plain dictate of common sense, that natural im- 
possibility excludes all blame. But an unwilling 
mind is universally considered as a crime, and not 
as an excuse, and is the very thing wherein our 
wickedness consists. That the impotence of the 
sinner is owing to adisaffection of heart, is evident 
from the promises of the Gospel. When any object 
of good is proposed and promised to us upon asking, 
it clearly evinces that there can be no impotence in 
us with respect of obtaining it, beside the disappreba- 
tion of the will; and that inability which consists in 
disinclination, never renders any thing improperly 
the subject of precept or command. 

VY. That, in order to faith in Christ, a sinner must 
approve in his heart of the divine conduct, even tho 
God should cast him off forever: which, however, 
neither implies love of misery, nor hatred of happiness. 
For if the law is geod, death is due to those who have 
broken it. The Judge of all the earth cannot but do 
right. It would bring everlasting reproach upon his 
government to spare us, considered merely as in our- 
selves. When this is felt in our hearts, and not till 
then, we shall be prepared to look to the free grace 
of God, through the redemption which is in Christ, 
and to exercise faith in his blood, whe is set forth to be 
a propitiation to declare God’s righteeusness, that he 
might be just, and yet be the justifier of him who be- 
lieveth in Jesus. 

VI. That the infinitely wise and holy God has ex- 
erted his omnipotent power in such a manner as he 
purposed should be followed with the existence and 
entrance of moral evil into the system.—For it must 
be admitted on all hands, that God has a perfect 
knowledge, foresight, and view of all possible exis- 
tences and events, If that system and scene of 
operation, in which moral evil should never have ex- 
isted, was actually preferred in the Divine mind, 
certainly the Deity is infinitely disappointed in the 
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issue ef his own operations. Nothing can be more 
dishonorable to God than to imagine that the system 
which is actually formed by the divine hand, and which 
was made for his pleasure and glory, is yet not the 
fruit of wise contrivance and design. 

VII. That the introduction of sin is, upon the whele, 
for the general good. For the wisdom and power of 
the Deity are displayed in carrying on designs of the 

reatest good ; and the existence of moral evil has 
undoubtedly occasioned a more full, perfect, aud glo- 
rious discovery of the infinite perfections of the Divine 
nature, than could otherwise have been made to the 
view of creatures. If the extensive manifestations of 
the pure and holy nature of God, and his infinite aver- 
sion te sin, and all his inherent perfections, in their 
genuine fruits and effects, is either itself the greatest 
good, or necessarily contains it, it must necessarily 
follow that the introduction of sin is for the greatest 

ood. 

VIII. That repentance is before faith in Christ. 
By this is not intended that repentance is before a 
speculative belief of the being and perfectiens of God, 
and of the person and character of Christ; but only 
that true repentance is previous to a saving faith in 
Christ, in which the believer is united to Christ, and 
entitled to the benefits of his mediation and atone- 
ment. That repentance is before faith in this sense, 
appears from several considerations. 1. As repen- 
tance and faith respect different objects, so they are 
distinct exercises of the heart ; and therefore one not 
only may, but must be prior to the other. 2. There 
may be genuine repentance of sin without faith in 
Christ, but there cannot be true faith in Christ with- 
out repentance of sin; and since repentance is neces- 
sary inorder to faith in Christ, it must necessarily be 
prior to faith in Christ. 3. John the Baptist, Christ 
and his apostles, taught that repentance is before 
faith. Johncried, Repent, for thekingdom of Heaven 
is athand ; intimating that true repentance was ne- 
cessary in order to embrace the guspel of the king- 
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dom. Christ commanded, Repent ye, and believe the 
Gospel: And Paul preached repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

IX. That tho men became sinners by Adam, accor- 
ding to a divine constitution, yet they have and are 
accountable for no sins but personal ; for, 1. Adam’s 
act, in eating the forbidden fruit, was not the act of 
his posterity ; therefore they did not sin at the same 
tine he did. 2. The sinfulness of that act could not 
be transferred to them afterwards, because the sinful- 
ness of an act can no more be transferred from one 
person to another than an act itself. 5S. Therefore 
Adam’s act, in eating the forbidden fruit, was not the 
cause, but only the occasion of his posterity’s being 
sinners. God was pleased to make a constitution, 
that, if Adam remained holy through his state of trial, 
his posterity should in consequence be holy also ;~but 
if he sinned, his posterity should in consequence be 
sinners likewise. Adam sinned, and now God brings 
his posterity into the world sinners. By Adam’s sin 
we are become sinners, not for it ; his sin being only 
- the occasion, not the cause of our committing sins. 

X. That tho believers are justified through Christ’s 
righteousness, yet his righteousness is not transferred 
to them. For, 1. Personal righteousness can no more 
be transferred from one person to another, than per- 
sonal sin. If Christ’s personal righteousness were 
transferred to believers, they would be as perfectly 
holy as Christ: and so stand in no need of forgive- 
ness. S$. But believers are not conscieus of having 
Christ’s personal righteousness, but feel and bewail 
much indwelling sin and corruption, 4. The scrip- 
tures represent believers as receiving only the benefits 
of Christ’s righteousness in justification, or their be- 
ing pardoned and accepted for Christ’s righteousness’ 
sake : and this is the proper scripture notion of im- 

utation. Jonathan’s righteousness.was imputed to 
fephibosheth when David shewed kindness to him for 
his father Jonathan’s sake. 

The Hopkinsians warmly contend for the doctrine 
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of the divine decrees, that of particular election, total 
depravity, the special influences of the Spirit of God 
in regeneration, justification by faith alone, the final 
perseverance of the saints, and the consistency be- 
tween entire freedom and absolute dependence ; and 
therefore claim it as their just due, since the world 
will make distinctions, to be called Hopkinsian Cal- 
vinists. 


DISSERTATIONS ON FUTURE PUNISHMENT. NO. 2. 


The doctrine of man’s moral accountability to his 
Maker, is an idea which few or none pretend to dis- 
ute. We believe it is equally as important, as it is 
indisputable. By this doctrine is tried the moral 
tendency of religious theories ; and their importance, 
or want of importance, may be accounted in _propor- 
tion, as they are calculated to strengthen, or weaken, 
a sense of moral accountability to God. Now itis 
evident that an accountable state always presuppnses 
a time of rendering account; hence, as might natu- 
rally be expected, we read in the Bible of “the day of 
judgement,” “ihe judgement-seat of Christ,” and 
other expressions of a similar meaning. ‘That man 
possesses certain powers of agency, that he ts capable 
of abusing, but is required to do otherwise, I think is 
likewise inferable from the idea of a moral accoup- 
table state. Whether the conclusion necessarily fol- 
lows from sucha state or not, itis plain that such is 
the condition of man, and such the principle on which 
he acts. We gather, therefore, from these ideas, that 
if man be a subject of suffering or punishment now—as 
all grant he is—he must continue tobe such a subject, 
till the judgement of the present period, or state of his 
accountability, is brought to a close. We see no 
proper means by which such a judgement can be 
brought toa close, till the responsible person has ren- 
dered a proper account for the last mora! actions of 
his life, or the last actions of the present period of his 
accountability. 
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From these considerations we gather an argument 
in favor of the doctrine of future punishment. For as 
the time of rendering account must be posterior to the 
actions for which a person is made responsible, it ne- 
cessarily follows that an account rendered for the last 
moral actions in life, must be in a state beyond the 
present, or net atall. And as trial or judgement 
clearly implies, inthe subject, an imperfect state, it 
argues thus muchin favor of the doctrine for which 
we contend. 

An attempt to avoid the force of this argument, by 
stating that judgement to be future to moral actions, 
could never take place, because men may be supposed 
to be accountable to their Maker during eternity, has 
little force when we consider, that any person amenable 
to a law, may be called at any particular period to an- 
swer for actions that are past, and still remain accoun- 
table. But when men cease to be vile, there will be 
no occasion to judge them for committing sin. 

What now remains a subject of examination, is, 
how, in denying a future judgement, men may be sup- 
posed to be judged according to their works. Are all 
people, in this life, brought to all the judgement they 
need to expect, and are condemned or approved for 
every action, according to their works? It may be 
proper that we exercise some care in considering this 
question, for a proper answer must very materially 
affect the grand object of our discussions. The af- 
firmative of this question must be maintained, or the 
doctrine of no future punishment cannot be supported. 
It is commonly said by our opposers on this subject, 
that God has fixed the sting of transgression in the 
act; and therefore renders to them their desert, in the 
guilt of their transgression, and the proproportionate 
exclusion from virtuous enjoyment. But where is the 
tribunal to which men are brought and judged in this 
lite? Will ut be said to be any other than conscience 
that accuses or else excuses men in their meral con- 
duct? Should we be askedif this is not enough, we 
answer, no. The conscience itself, if we read cor- 
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rectly, is sometimes defiled, seared with a hot iren, and 
is ewtl. The conscience that is purged from dead 
works, must have previously been much incapacitat- 
ed, for the proper and /ast tribunal of moral actions. 
Who could expect a cerrect decision in all cases, 
from a corrupt judge ? and shall we look to a defiled 
conscience as the last and only tribunal by which the 
actions of men are to be tried ? 

Sheuld we grant that men were brought to the tri- 
bunal of conscience for all their transgressions, which 
we have already found cannot be wholly true, we still 
meet with difficulty in reconciling the idea with those 
passages that me § of aday of judgement. On the 
hypothesis we are now considering, we must suppose 
the day of judgement tobe a man’s whole lifetime, 
and the reproofs of conscience to be such as he natu- 
rally experiences in thattime. When Christ said, 
“For every idle werd that men shall speak they shall 
give account thereof in the day of judgement,” there 
is no doubt but he meant to impress a solemn truth 
on the mind, which should awaken a more keen and 
stricter sense of moral accountability. But if this 
and similar expressions are to be resolved into that 
which the common occurrences of the day afford, it 
is telling the abandoned wretch that he may expect 
to experience similar stings of conscience as former- 
ly, which, notwithstanding his inclination to scepti- 
cism, he never doubted. It is likewise telling him, 
by an unavoidable implication, thatif he can elude 
human authority, he need not expect any other judge- 
ment of God than what he all along experiences. whick 
is exactly the very thing he wants. 

{tis argued with much plaaesibility that sin con- 
tains that in its nature and consequences, which is 
sufficient to deter any one from the practice of it. 
But we oppose this idea by the testimony of visible 
facts. Old sinners still continue to sin, and find 
nothing in their experience, that dissuades them from ~ 
the practice. This remark, however, we do not cor- 
sider wholly without exceptions. If men’s feelings 
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were always alive to a proper sense of virtue, we 
believe the idea of sin which we now eppose would be 
universally true; but this evidently is not the case. 
“Men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil, 
hateth the light.” There is that deception in iniquity, 
that however odious it may be to those that practise 
righteousness, it embraces those that commit it with 
the enticing charms ofalover. Are we then to look 
to the very darkness which men love, as containing a 
full and equal punishment for their transgressions ? 
Is this the mhele “chastening of the Lord, that yield- 
eth the peaceable fruits of righteousness to them that 
are exercised thereby ?”’ 

We find that men are generally in love with iniqui- 
ty, much in proportion to their practice of iniquity. 
And altho we grant that the love of iniquity is found- 
ed on deceptive principles, and the promised happy 
consequences are a cheat to the soul; yet they are 
such as flatter the sinner, and are, by no means, cal- 
culated to dissuade him from pursuing his accustomed 
course. Would a person be apt to account that which 
he loves as a punishment? No; nor would it, pro- 
perly speaking, have the effects of a punishment on 
the mind, till he is enabled to realize its chastening 
pewer. The argument, then, that sin does not, in 
many instances, oat! with itself the reward of its full 
demerit, appears fully supported from the nature of 
the case. It of course requires a punishment other 
than its own immediate effects and the loss of virtuous 
enjoyment. Did we suppose the opposite idea true, 
we could not account for the prolongation of suffer- 
mgs for crimes, inthe numerous instances in which 
we find them related. In the instance of Joseph’s 
brethren’s selling him to strangers, who carried him 
to Egypt, we find they were made sufferers for their 
crime, years after the transactions took place. Nor 
does it weaken the force of this argument, tho it be 
substantiated that they felt a compunction of cen- 
science at the time of transgression. 
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Solomon says, “Because sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of 
the sons of men are fully set in them to do evil,” 
Eccl. viii. 11. But it would seem that the plan of 
the sentiments we oppose, would not admit any dela 
of execution. Its abettors found one of their princi- 
pal reasons against it on the consideration that the 
threatening of a future punishment cannot have a 
salutary effect on the mind. ‘That the wicked are 
disposed to take liberties from lenient favors, is a po- 
sition that does us no injury to allow; but it argues 
nothing against the execution ef a proper punishment 
in due time. 

On the subject of man’s accountability, there is one 
idea that appears clearly attested, both by scripture 
and human experience, which opposes the notion that 
every sin is attended by its immediate, proportionate 
sting of conscience, and receives in the present tense, 
its due portion of suffering and punishment. The 
feelings of men are alive to conviction for sin, much, 
in proportion to the general exercise of their minds in 
virtuous habits and good principles. The wretch that 
has long devoted himself to wickedness, experiences 
less remorse at the perpetration of crimes, than the 
mere novice, who is beginning to travel his unaccus- 
tomed road of darkness. This is an idea, which, no 
doubt, our opposing brethren will be unwilling to 
allow us; for they cannot but see that the allowance 
must sap the foundation of their sentiments of propor- 
tionate punishment attached to every crime, and a 
proportionate sense of guilt to every sin. But we do 
not expect to convince, by an appeal to human expe- 
rience, those whose sentiments, as we conclude, do 
not allow them to draw just inferences from such éx- 
perience. We would therefore cite a few passages of 
scripture with reference to this point. See Jer. vi. 13, 
14, 15.—*“From the prophet even unto the priest eve- 
ry one dealeth falsely. They have healed also the 
hurt of the daughter of my people stint: saying, 
Peace, peace; when there is no peace. ere they 
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ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, 
they were not at all ashamed, neither could they 
blush.” What language could better express our 
ideas than this? Had they experienced remorse or 
cempunction for sin, would they not have been asham- 
ed? But the divine testimony says, “They were not 
atallashamed.” Itappears they justified themselves 
in their abominations, and in crying, peace, peace, 
when there was no peace. Did they receive their 
punishment then? It appears not. But they were to 
receive it at an appointed time. “Therefore,” says 
the word, “they fall among them that fall; at the time 
that I visit them they shall be cast down, saith the 
Lord.” 

In Ezek. viii. 12, we find it stated that the ancients 
of the house of Israel say, “The Lord seeth us not; 
the Lord hath forsaken the earth.”? Our readers can- 
mot suppose, from this passage, that their feelings 
were alive to a due sense of accountability to God. 

We cannot tell how the censcience of the fool that 
hath said in his heart, “There is no God,” is now con- 
victing him of sin against God. We do not under- 
stand how those that were given over to a reprobate 
mind to do those things which are not convenient, 
because they did net like to retain God in their know- 
ledge, were rendering their Maker that account which 
he requires. If it might be said, they were receiving 
that recompence of their error that was meet, it was 
not saying they had received it. 

St. Paul says, “Thinkest thou this, O man, that 
judgest them that do such things, and doest the same, 
that thou shalt escape the judgement of God? Or 
despisest thou the riches,of his goodness, and forbear- 
ance, and long suffering ; not knowing that the good- 
ness of God leadeth thee to repentance ??*—Rom. ii. 
3,4. Here it appears that because some people do 
not experience the judgement of their crimes, they 
flatter themselves that they may escape them. If in 
reply, it be said, this is their mistake, they do experi- 
ence the judgement, we answer, that we cannot con- 
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eeive how any thing can be a judgement to aman of 
which he possesses no consciousness. Besides, the 
aforementioned text speaks of God’s forbearance, 
which we cannot reconcile with the doctrine of imme- 
diate punishment in all cases without exception. 


Matt. xxviii. 19.—Go ye therefore and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

Tue word name, by a Hebrew idiom, is often re- 
dundant. The phrases, name of God, name of the 
Lord, express no more than God and Lord. “I will 
praise the name of God with a song,” i.e. “1 will 
praise God with a song,” Ps. Ixxrx. 30. “The name 
of the Lord is a strong tower,” Prov. xviii. 10. 
“Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever,” 
Dan.ii. 10. “I will cut off the name of the Chema- 
rims,” Zeph.i. 4. In all these examples, the word 
name is redundant, and might be omitted without af- 
fecting the sense. 

In other cases the name of any person signifies the 
authority or doctrine of that person. “I am come if 
my Father’s name,” John v. 43; thatis, by the autho- 
rity of my Father. “in the name of Jesus rise up 
and walk,” Acts iii. 6; that is, by the authority of 
Jesus Christ. “By what power or name have ye done 
this ?” iv. 7, or, “by what power or authority have ye 
done this?” St. Paul says, “I verily thought with 
myself, that I ought todo many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth,” xxvi. 7; that is, 
contrary to the authority or doctrine of Jesas of Na- 
gareth. “In his name (authority or doctrine) shall 
the Gentiles trust.”” Matt. xii. 21. 

it hence’follows, that being “baptized into the name” 
of any person, is the same as being baptized into the 
doctrine of that person; or into the person himself. 
This is what is consistent with what is stated in other 


places. “For as many of you as have been baptized 
mite Christ, have put on Christ,” Gal. iii. 27. “Know 
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ye not that se many of us as were baptized inte 
Christ, were baptized into his death ?” Rom. vi. 3. 


“They were all baptized unto (into) Moses in the 
cloud,”? 1 Cor. x. 2. 

To be baptized into the name of the Holy Spirit, 
does not imply that this spirit is a person, any more 
than that death is a person for the same reason. And 
if to be baptized into Christ, be a proof that he is 
equal with God, you may infer the same of Moses. 

In the words immediately preceding this 19th verse, 
Jesus said, “All power is given to me.” On the 
ground of this derived power, he sent the apostles to 
teach and baptize. Was it possible for them to think 
that he, who plainly declared he received all his 
power from God, could himself be God, could himself 
be perfectly equal with the Great Being who gave him 
all the pewer he possessed, yea, that he was that 
Being ? 

Baptizing in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, simply means, initiating the 
disciples, by that rite, into the christian religion, as 
originating with the Father, made known by the Son, 
and confirmed by the miraculous gifts of the Spirit. 

It does not appear that the apostles understood the 
words in the communion as a form to be used in the 
administration of baptism ; for there is no proof that 
they ever so used them; on the contrary, we are in- 
formed, that they baptized in the name of Christ, or 
in the-name of the Lord Jesus, (See Acts ii. 38 ; and 
viii. 16, and x. 48, and xix. 5.) They must have un- 
derstood this to amount to the same thing as baptizing 
in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. That it was baptizing them into the christian 
religion. ‘Those who were baptized were said to put 
on Christ ; they took upon them his name, the pro- 
fession of his gospel. Sparks and Wright. 
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From the Christian Register. 


Mx. Rervo—I do not recollect that I have seen in 
any late work on the Tiinity, a particular explana- 
tion of that passage of Isaiah, which is considered by 
Trinitarians as a prophecy relating to our Savior, un- 
answerably proving his divinity. I refer to Isa. ix. 6. 
Of all the passages of Scripture which have been cited 
to prove tie above mentioned doctrine, I know of ne 
one that has been a greater stumbling-block to humble 
inquirers after the truth, than the one to which I refer. 
I confess that when arguing on the text, I have never 
yet been able to give my opponenta reply which was 
satisfactory to myself. 

My object in addressing you is to obtain, either from 
yourself or some one of your correspondents, an ex- 
position of this text. by complying with this request, 
you will confer a favor on one of your censtant rea- 
ders, and one who ardently desires to obtain a knowl- 
edge of the truth. G. D. 


In reference to the above request, we subjoin an 
extract from the Rev. Mr. Sparxs? Letters on the 
Ministry, Ritual, and Doctrines of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 

«A prominent text” (says Mr. Sparks) “which you 
bring forward in proof of the supreme divinity of 
Christ, is the noted one in Isaiah ix. 6. ‘For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder ; and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.’ Such 
are the words as you have quoted them, and as the 
stand in the common version of the Bible. But it was 
hardly to be expected that this text would be quoted 
at the present day without a word of comment er ex- 
planation, to let it be known that its most important 
parts are, at best, a very doubtful, and probably a false 
rendering of the original. 

“The prophecy, in this passage, undoubtedly alludes 
to the Messian, and, consequeatly, the titles which 
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it contains are to be applied to him. The only ques- 
tion is, whether the titles, or names which were adopt- 
ed by king James’ translators, have the same meaning 
as those which were originally written by the prophet ? 
This can be ascertained aie by a critical examina- 
tion into the meaning of the original words, aided by 
a profound knowledge ‘of the language in which the 
were written, and of the ancient translations. Such 
an examination has been repeatedly made by the 
most learned men of different religious sentiments, 
who have almost unanimously concurred in a result 
wich proves the rendering of our common version to 
be more or less defective. Is it dealing fairly, there- 
fore, with those who have not the means of information 
to represent this text as of undoubted authority in its 
present literal meaning ? Should they not, atleast, be 
told what they are to receive with implicit confidence, 
and what with caution? Is it justifiable thus to 
confeund truth with error, and to give countenance te 
popular prejudice, by making the scriptures speak 
what their writers never intended ? 

It is not denied that commentators have found much 
difficulty in this text, on account of the ambiguity of 
some of the Hebrew words; yet they almost univer- 
sally agree in giving it a meaning different from the 
one retained in our English version. 

“The application of the two first titles is sufficiently 
obvious ; and there seems to have been very little dif- 
ference of opinion about them, except in the judge- 
ment of some critics they ought so to be united, and 
of others, to be taken separately. But whether they 
sheuld be read Wonderful and Counsellor or Wonder- 
ful Counsellor, is of little consequence in regard te 
the general meaning and application of the terms.— 
Our Savior might justly be called wonderful, in the 
astonishing works he performed; and a ceunsellor or 
a wonderful counsellor in the admirable system of 
religion he has published to the world; in its doe- 
trines, precepts, ad monitions, directions, and promises; 
giving evidence that he was aided, instructed, and 
empowered from above. 
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“The next title, raz micuty Gop, is allowed to be 
a false translation, altho there have been various opin- 
ions in regard to the exact import of the original. Le 
Clerc, who was a trinitarian, and as profound a scho- 
lar in biblical learning, perhaps, as any other person, 
renders the passage thus: ‘Wonderful, Divine Coun- 
sellor, Mighty.’ Christ was a divine counsellor in hav- 
ing derived all his counsels and precepts from God ; 
he was mighty in the miracles he performed, and the 
divine power he possessed.* 

“The fourth title, EVERLASTING FATHER, Is trans- 
lated by Bishop Lowth, “The Father of the everlasting 
age,’ and by Grotius, ‘Father of the future age,’ or ‘of 
the age to come.” This was strictly appropriate to 
Christ. He was the founder of a new dispensation, 
and of a pure and holy religion. He was the head of 
the church, and came to bestow the means of salvation 
on mankind, and to confer inestimable benefits, which 
should continue through all ages.t 


* “The principal difficulty, in this passage, seems to have 
arisen from the doubtful meaning of the word ax, which is 
sometimes rendered God, sometimes ruler, or magistrate, and 
is sometimes used in the sense of an adjective to denote excel- 
Jence or distinction,”’ as AREzI AL, divine cedars—-HERERI AL, 
divine mountains. 

‘This latter sense is preferred by Le Clerc.” He translates 
AL as meaning divine or excellent, and connects it with the 
word translated Counsellor, and not with the one translated 
mighty.—'lo call him Divine counsellor, agrees with what was 
said of him in Isa. xi. 2, **The spirit of counsel and might shall 
rest upon him.” 

‘**l’here is much suspicion that the word aL was not written 
in the original Hebrew, as there are no eorresponding words in 
either of the ancient Greek versions of the Seventy, Zquila, 
Symmachus, or Theodotian.” 

T**The original words ARI OED, literally translated, mean 
Father of the «ge. They are rendered by Le Clerc Pater per- 
peiuus, because as he says, Christ is the perpetual or everlasting 
father of all who shail believe iv his religion. 

*‘Grotius translates them Father of the future age. This fu- 
ture age is the christian dispensation. Christ was the father of 
this dispensation, in as much as it was established through his 
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“The application of the last title no one can mistake. 
He was eminently the prince of peace, in giving a re- 
ligion to the world, whose direct tendency is to pro- 
mote peace among men. 

“Such are the renderings which the most able critics 
have given of this text. ‘They are such as the original 
easily receives, and such as are peculiarly applicable 
to the character of Christ, as it was exhibited in his 
life and religion. The text, thus explained, gives no 
support to the doctrine of the supreme divinity of 
Christ, and centains nothing more than several titles 
and epithets prophetically applied to him, and expres- 
sive of the character which he actually sustained. The 
translation may be expressed in the followin terms : 
“And his name shall be called Wonderful, Divine 
Counsellor, Mighty, Father of the age to come, Prince 

of Peace.” ‘These results are drawn, it must be re- 
membered, from the critical expositions of Trinita- 
rians. 
_ “Even admitting the received translation to be cor- 

rect, it does not prove Christ to be the Supreme God. 
We have already seen that the title God was often 
applied to other persons by way of distinction besides 
Christ, even to all to ‘whom the word of God came.’ 
It may certainly be given, therefore, with great pro- 
priety to him, who was appointed a special messenger 
of the counsels and will of Jehovah, and who is exalt- 
ed above all principality, and power, and dominion.’ 
Hence if the name be translated God, it cannot be 
accounted a proof of the supreme divinity of Christ. 
But I do not wish to vindicate this rendering, as the 
voice of eriticism is decided against it.” 


instrumentality, by the exercise of such powers as were com- 
municated to him by Jehovah, and also to his apostles in sucha 
degree as to convince men of its truth and authority.’ 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM E. TURNER, DATED 
CHARLESTOWN, JUNE 26, 1823. 


“My difficulties with the editors remain in statu 
quo. Brother Dean however has lately settled with 
Mr. Ballou, and the settlement embraces both their 
personal and public difficulties. ‘They have exchang- 
ed papers, purporting that each considers the other “a 
Christian Minister, and in the feilowship of the gos- 
pel.” This settlement was made at the meeting of 
the Southern Association at Stafford, Con. Mr. Bal- 
lou made the first advances to settle. Tiey made their 
adjustment in private, and nothing is to be given to 
the public except as some may occasionally read the 
papers which have passed between them. I have 
waited upon Mr. Ballou, and attempted a settlement 
in the samt way, but was denied.—Yon will remember 
that, not long since, the Junior editors informed the 


public, that they had no right to make a distinct settle- 


ment.”’ 
= eenmemrnnd 


From the Universalist Magazine. 


THE BROKEN AGREEMENT OF THE JUNIOR EDITORS OF 
THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE AND THE AUTHORS OF 
THE APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC. 

March 15, 1823. 


_ Whereas some of our brethren inform us that they 
have told several persons in different places that we, 
the subscribers, had made an adjustment of our diffi- 
culties with the Authors of the “Appeal to the public,” 
and that we were about to publish, in the Universalist 
Magazine, an agreement between ourselves and the 
Iuthors ; and as those brethren who have given this 
information apprehend that some damage may accrue 
to themselves thereby, unless an explanation be pre- 
sented to those whom they have thus informed,—we 
think it due to them to give the following puBLic No- 
TICE, VIZ. 

That on the 18th ult. we, the subscribers, and Au- 
thors of the “Appeal to the Public” did sign a muéu- 
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al agreement, and agree that the agreement, in the 
form of a public notice, should be published in the U- 
niversalist Magazine of Feb. 22d ; but that the agree- 
ment was not published, because we, the subscribers, 
afterwards withdrew our names from it for the fol- 
lowing reasons, viz. 

1. We discovered, on reconsideration, and also by 
additional information received immediately after 
signing it, that the statements in that agreement were 
not true.., 

2. The Editors had before entered into a mutual 
understanding that we would not publish any thing ~ 
relative to the “Appeal to the Public’? without the 
consent of all the Editors; and as the senior Editor 
was not present at the making of said agreement, we 
were satisfied on reflection that we alone had no right 
to agree to the publication of such a notice. 


HOSEA BALLOU, 2d. 
THOMAS WHITTEMORE. 


THE UNIVERSALISTS CONTEND, AMONG THEMSELVES. 


The Universalists contend among themselves, says 
an opposer; this proves what we have always told 
them, that their doctrine is very licentious. But who 
is this man that is throwing stones? You doubtless 
remember what our Lord told the Pharisees concern- 
ing the woman, He that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone at her. Brother Baptist, have 
you never had any difficulty in your Associations ? 
Will you say it? No, you cannot. You have had ma- 
ny difliculties. We mention the circumstance, that 
there are many kinds of baptists as a proof of what we 
state. Brother Methodist, have you any stones to 
throw ? As much as you hold to piety and zeal, there 
are some who think they are better in some respect 
than their other brethren; of course we have heard of 
Reformed Methodists. What says brother Congrega- 


tienalist about stoning us? Are you able according to 
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our Lord’s permission thus to bruise us? You are 
sensible that a very large body of your general con- 
nexioa have become Unitarian, and you have been 
disposed to have no small contention with them. [In 
short, the history of your proceedings afford many in- 
stances of differences. But it is useless to particular- 
ize further; for we know not who can plead an ex- 
emption from similar troubles. 

Let that denomination of Christians who never had 
troubles of a similar nature to ours, stone us, and we 
will not say a word. We will be as patient as a lamb 
led to the slaughter, or as a sheep before her shearers, 
which is dumb. 

While many of our enemies suppose us much allied 
to infernal powers, some of our friends would have it 
that we possess an angelic nature that lifts us above 
the sphere of human folly. While the one exults im 
our misfortunes, the other is sorely disappointed im 
his calculations. Those who would consider us gods, 
are generally extremely afraid of the enemy. They 
seem to think he has the advantage of us, because we 
act more like men than like gods, some of us, like 
very foolish men too. But what denomination has 
any advantage of us on this ground? We say, let 
them pull the beam out of their own eyes, before they 
undertake to meddle with the mote—or if you please, 
the beam—that is in ours. 

Men frequently act from motives of self interest, 
pride, &c. and will, while man is man, so act, let them 
belong to what society or denomination they may. 
Among the Apostles themselves, notwithstanding their 
intimate acquaintance with our Lord, there were some 
differences, and, on a certain occasion, Barnabes was 
carried away with their dissimulation. 

We understand Br. Fearful has concluded not to 
take the Christian Repository, because he says he will 
not have a book that he is ashamed to lend to his 
neighbors.—W hat is the trouble, my brother? There 
is so much contention among the brethren. For my 


part, continues Br. Fearful, [ had much rather they 
7% 
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would write against other denominations than against 
one another. In reply we observe, we do not wish 
for any better contention with any one. We may be 
too extravagant in opposing the errors of other de- 
nominations as well as those of our own. They are 
entitled to respect for their learning and piety. As 
it respects our own denomination, it is certainly a 
matter against us that we have contentions. We are 
sensible they are calculated to blunt the finest feel- 
ings of fraternal affection, and nourish the root of 
bitterness, instead of love, harmony, and peace. But 
if this be our lot, let us endure with patience, know- 
ing tribulation worketh patience, and patience expe- 


rience, and experience hope, through the love of God ~ 


shed abroad in the heart. 

We have made it a general rule not to invite con- 
troversy, and wish for no other than that which is of 
the calmest and most deliberate kind. But unfortu- 
nately for us as well as the reader, we have been called 
to submit to that which is very corroding to our feel- 
ings. But we considered it good policy not to ex- 
clude those communications, altho we were aware be- 
forehand, they might tend te some personal damage. 
The subject was of too long standing and toe obdurate 
in its nature, to be covertly hacia into silence. It 
required purgation by a more open exposure. 

If by the trial of these difficulties, it is found that 
we possess more wickedness, malice, envy, cowardice 
and stubbornness, than we have heretofore supposed, 
the world will lose nothing by the exposure ; for they 
wikl then know what kind of people we are, and, of 
course, will be able to treat us according to our char- 
acters. 





From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


THE @RAVE OF LAZARUS. 

Every reader of the gospel, however superficial, 
must have had his attention arrested, at some time, by 
the sublime and affecting story of the resurrection of 
fazarus. For the family to which this young man be- 
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longed, composed, as it would seem, of himself and 
his two sisters, our Lord evidently felt a strong and 
ardent affection. At length, Lazarus, who appears to 
have been the principal support of the family, was 
taken sick and died. Jesus, who was always the friend 
of the afflicted, being at a distance from Bethany, the 
residence of his bereaved friends, went immediately to 
pay them a visit of condolence, intending moreover to 
make it the occasion of a stupendous miracle, which 
should gladden their hearts by restoring to them their 
brother, and at the same time demonstrate to them his 
own claim to the Messiahship. 

The conversation which took place between the sis- 
ter of the deceased on the one hand, and their affee- 
tionate friend and Savior on the other, at the time of 
their meeting, is the most touching, and at the same 
time, the most natural that can be conceived. It shews 
how full of grief were the hearts of these affectionate 
females for the death of their brother, and hew full of 
sympathy was the heart of Jesus for the affliction of 
his friends. it shews, moreover, clearly enough, that 
they confided in him, not as a common friend, but as 
possessing qualities ef a most extraordinary character ; 
and it discovers on his part a degree of tenderness and 
authority, which proves that their confidence in him 
was not excessive. 

It is an incident of peculiar interest in the narrative, 
that our Lord justified the weeping of his friends. by 
indulging in tearsshimself; and then he immediately 
changed their grief into joy by one authoritative com- 
mA which loosened the bands of death, and deliv- 
ered this tenant of the sepulchre from his dominion. 
Lazarus, come forth! How simple, and yet how 
incomparably sublime! In an instant, he that was 
dead started from his iron slumber, the eye that had 
been closed in sepulchral darkness opened upon the 
light, the tongue that had lately faltered out its dying 
farewell, was loosed from the bands of silence, the 
limbs that had been stiffened by the chill of death re- 
sumed their vigor, and this affectionate friend came 














80 Christian Repository. 


forth, dressed in the apparel of the grave, to mingle 
again in the endearments of friendship, and te perform 
again the duties of life. Reader, let us linger for a 
moment by this empty sepulchre, and see what we cam 
learn, either of truth or duty. 

In the first place, I would ask, could there have 
been a more decisive proof than was here presented, 
that Jesus was what he claimed to be, the Son of God ? 
It was a miracle, his enemies themselves being judges, 
in all respects the most unexceptionable of any which 
could be performed. Here was no splendid apparatus 
for carrying on the work of deception ; no retreatin 
into obscurity to aveid the observation of the world ; 
no apparent attempt to excite wonder, or gain reputa- 
tien ;"nothing of the spirit of worldly complacence 
or triumph when the miracle was over ; in short, there 
was not a single mark of imposture about it ; but all 
was open as day to the observation, as well of ene- 
mies as friends. Moreover, in its very nature, it was 
such as not to admit of its being counterfeited. That 
Lazarus was dead, was a fact which none could ques- 
tion; for his friends had closed his eyes, and follow- 
ed his corpse to the grave several days before. That 
he was alive again, and that he came forth from the 
sepulchre at the command of Jesus, was perhaps 
equally a matter of public notoriety ; for it seems 
there were present enemies as well as friends, when 
the miracle was performed. If there had not been a 
divine power dwelling in him, in other words, if he 
had not been the Son of God, whence this energy in 
his words, which could awaken even the slumbers of 
the tomb? Ifyousay, that some of the Jews who 
witnessed this miracle, appear still not to have be- 
lieved on him ; I answer, that this proves nothing but 
the omnipetence of -prejudice. It proves not that 
there was any thing of a doubtful nature in the man- 
ner of its performance, but that the human mind is 
eapable of being brought into such a state, that the 
light of heaven falls upon it, as the dews of heaven 
upon the flinty reck ; that it may be se strongly en- 
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trenched in error and prejudice, that no ray of con- 
viction can ever reach it. 

In the next place, this miracle, like all the other 
works of Jesus, proved his benevolence. Fer why is 
it, that he has travelled from adistance to Bethany, 
and gone with this group of mourners to the grave of 
their friend, and by an energetic word caused it te 
give up itsdead ?_ It was indeed, as we have seen, to 
demonstrate that he was the Son of God, by shewing 
that he had the keys of death and the grave; but 
along with this sublime object there was combined the 
gracious purpose of drying up the fountains of sorrow, 
and giving unutterable joy to the wounded hearts of 
an afflicted family. And how much of a piece was 
this with all his other works! Trace him from the 
manger to the cross, and you will find him always 
active in the benevolent cause of alleviating human 
misery ; nothing of his divine energy is wasted in acts 
merely calculated to gratify curiosity. His favorite 
element seemed to be in the atmosphere of sorrow, 
where he could dry up the mourner’s tears, or cause. 
the blind to see, or the deaf to hear, or the lame to 
walk. Wherever he went, some trace of his benevo- 
lent activity was left behind him, there was some son 
or daughter of sorrow, who had dropped the mantle of 
woe, and whose countenance was relumed with the 
smile of returning joy. On all that he did, and all 
that he suffered, was most legibly written, “good will 
to men.” 

Again, who is there that has any relish for what is 
most tender and sublime in human couduct, that can 
be insensible to that memorable incident, recorded 
with so much simplicity and beauty, that “Jesus 
wept.” He saw his friends weeping, and his own be- 
nevolent heart could not withhold its tribute of sym- 
pathy. Call this an infirmity of human nature, if 
you will, itis an infirmity from which no geod man 
would wish to be free ; nay, it is not too much to sa 
that even the character of the Savior of the world 
would. not have been perfect without it. Yes, itis 
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one of the brightest, loveliest features in human na- 
ture ; and even the deepest sorrow which it ever oc- 
casions has something in it so sublime and hallowed, 
that itis an almost enviable lot to bear it. At the 
grave of Lazarus, let the miserable speculations of 
that dreaming philosophy, which makes the moderate 
indulgence of human sensibility a weakness, be con- 
founded. Here let the man, who sternly refusés the 
‘tribute ef a tear for the serrows of others, or whe 
proudly endeavors to reason down the sympathies, 
which the God of nature has planted in his bosom, 
learn that he is opposing the gracious designs of his 
Creator, and has already instituted a process for 
changing himself into a brute. No, it is not a weak- 
ness to weep, when the hand of affliction presses hard 
either upon yourself or your friends. You must in- 
deed guard against immoderate sorrow, for that be- 
trays the want of resignation to the will of heaven ; 
but your tears may fall in profusion, and your heart 
may even send forth sobs of anguish ; and if any one 
reproaches you, you may fearlessly plead the example 
ef the Savior of the world. To my mind, I must ac- 
knowledge, considering the character of Jesus, that 
1 scarcely know whether there is more of moral gran- 
deur in that sublime and energetic call, which awoke 
Lazarus from the sleep of death, than in those tears 
of sympathy which fell upos his grave. 

And, finally, may we not learn at the grave of La- 
zurus a most consoling truth, to carry about with us 
in this world of sorrow; I mean the final resurrection 
of the dead. Howcan we doubt this, when, besides 
the actual promise of God that the dead shall be rais- 
ed, we have here an instance, in which, at the com- 
mand of Jesus, the sepulchre gave back ite victim ; 
and what is more than all, he who has the keys of 
death, and who once yielded to his iron dominion, has 
actually come back from the grave, and thus justified 
the title which he assumed, as “the resurrection and 
the life.” Let it be strongly impressed upon the 
keart of the christian, that the same voice which bade 
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Lazarus come forth will hereafter disturb the silence 
of his own grave, and speak into life and vigor his own 
mouldering dust, and cause him to stand forth, en- 
circled and beautified with the glories of immortality. 
When, too, he bends in sadness over the spot, where 
sleep the remains of his christian friend, and finds 
his breast beginning to throb with sorrowful recollee- 
tions, and that last fond look rises to remembrance, 
which stamped its own image indelibly on his heart, 
eh then let him think that that mouldering body will 
be reanimated, and that friend restored to him, not as 
formerly, the victim of decay and corruption, but 
clethed with celestial bloom and beauty. And when 
his own strength shall have been wasted by disease, 
and the objects of mortal pursuit shall be fading from 
his view, and the thin partition that separates him from 
the eternal world is about to fall, then again, evem 
while his soul is taking its flight for the communion 
ef seraphs, let his faith fasten upon the prospect of a 
resurrection, and let it dwell there, till he is absorbed. 
in the full vision of God. 


MINUTES OF THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVER- 


SALISTS. 

The Ministers and Delegates composing the Southern Asse- 
ciation of Universalists, convened aecording to adjournment at 
the house of Br. Thomas G. Farnsworth, in Stafford, Con. om 
Tuesday the 10th of June, 1823. Commenced the labors of 
the session by uniting in solemn and fervent prayer with Br. 
David Pickering. , 

Br. Hosea Ballou was chosen Moderator. 

Br. Richard Carrique, Clerk. 

Received a request from the Societies recently formed m Han- 
son, and Wilbraham, Mass. to be admitted into fellowship with 
this Association, which request was granted. 

Appointed Brs. Richard Carrique, John Bisbe, Jr. and Da- 
vid Pickering, a Committee to receive requests for ordination, 
or letters of fellowship, and to make report thereon to the As- 
sociation. 

Closed the business of the evening with prayer by Br. J. 
Bishe, 

Wednesday morning 8 o’clock, assembled agreeable to the 
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adjournment of the Jast evening at the house of Br. Jasper 
Hyde.—Prayer by Br. Thomas Whittemore. 

Attended to the arrangements of public services. 

Morning.—Introductory prayer, Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. 

Sermon by Br. Jacob Frieze,—1 John iv. 8,—‘“*God is love.”* 

Concluding prayer by Br. Thomas Whittemore. 

4 fiernoon.—Introductory prayer by Br. Paul Dean. 

Sermon by Br. D. Pickering,—Ps. xlii. 11,—**Hope thou in 
God,” 

Concluding prayer by Br. Zelotes Fuller. 

Evening.—Introductory prayer by Br. John Bisbe. 

Sermon by Br. T. Whittemore,—Acts xxviii. 22,—“But we 
desire to hear of thee, what thou thinkest; for as concerning 
this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. T. G. Farnsworth. 

Convened in Council, and having attended to business of a 
general nature, closed by uniting in prayer with Br. Paul Dean. 

Thursday morning the Council assembled at 8 o’clock. Br. 
J, Flagg addressed the throne of grace. 

The Committee appointed to receive requests for ordination 
or letters of fellowship, report that they had received a request 
from Br. Z. Fuller for ordination, and from Brs. Lucius R. Page 
and William Morse for letters of fellowship, and recommended 
that the same be severally granted. 

The attention of the Association was then called to the con- 
sideration of two communications published in the Christian 
Repository for December, 1822—entitled an ‘“‘Appeal to the 
world’’—and a “‘Declaration,’® having for their authors certain 
Brethren in fellowship with this Association ; which communi- 
cations indicate a breach of fellowship, and are injurious to the 
good feelings, and harmony which ought ever to prevail among 
brethren engaged mm one cause, having for the end of their 
labors, the cultivation of the moral and social virtues ; the libe- 
ration of the human mind from prejudice and bigotry ; and the 
production in the heart of the spirit of benevolence, philosophy 
and love. 

Voted, That the said “Appeal and “Declaration” be refer- 
red to a Committee of three for their examination; and that 
they report what notice this Association ought to take of the 
same. Brs. R. Carrique, J. Bisbe, and J. Frieze, were ap- 
pointed on this Committee. 


Pubiic Service Thursday Morning. 
Introductory praycr by Br. D. Pickering. 
Sermon by Br. J. bisbe,—Acts xix. 23,—-““‘Whom therefore 
ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.” 
Concluding prayer, Br. H. Ballow, 24. 
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Ordinaiion Services. 

Introductory prayer, Br. R. Carrique. 

Sermon, Br. H. Ballou,--2 Cor. iv. 5,—“*For we preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your ser- 
vants for Jesus’ sake.” 

Consecrating prayer by Br. J. Flagg. 

Charge by Br. R. Carrique. 

Right hand of fellowship and concluding prayer by Br. H. 
Ballou, 2d. 

The Committee to whom was referred the consideration of 
the **Appeal” and “Declaration” made the following report, 
which was adopted by the unanimous vote of the members of 
the Association.* 

This Association considers it expedient to express this pub- 
lic disapprobation of a DECLARATION and an APPEAL, which 
appeared in the Christian Repository for December, 1822, as 
they tend to dissolve the bonds of union, by manifesting a dis- 
position in their authors to deprive us of the name and charac- 
ter of christian ministers. 

Voted, That Brs. Carrique, Bisbe, and Frieze, be a Commit- 
tee to write to the brethren who are the authors of the Appeal 
and Declaration, and make known to them the views entertain- 
ed by this Association of said communications. 

Voted, That Br. R. Carrique prepare the Minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of this Association, and accompany the same with a © 
Circular Letter ; and that he be requested to publish the same 
in the Religious Inquirer, prmted in Hartford, Con. 

Voted, That the next Association be held in Milford, Mass. 
on the second Wednesday and Thursday in December next. 
Closed the business of the session by uniting in praise and 
thanksgiving with Br. H. Ballou. 

- HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. 

RichaRp CARRBIavE, Clerk. 


THE PUBLIC CENSURE OF THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


Our brethren have fondly anticipated a more hope- 
ful prospect in the state of our affairs, than it seems 
to be our privilege, at present, to realize. The un- 
happy difficulty into which we have fallen appears 
still te stare us with al! its horrors. Every effort for 
reconciliation has enly multiplied obstructions, and 


* Br. P. Dean had returned to Boston. 
8 








86 Christian Repository. 


tended hitherto to enlarge the wounds that were pre- 
viously very sore. 

Were this subject in a situation in which it could 
be dropped, your aggrieved brother. would neither 
open his mouth, nor move his pen in any manner of 
investigation concerning it. But he is now fully per- 
suaded that the labor in which is now engaged, is a 
duty which he owes to his brethren and to himself, 
however crossing to the benevolent and social sympa- 
thies of christian feelings, or painful to his friends. It 
has, till the present, been a subject of individual diffi- 
culty, but now appears in the Southern Association, 
in which they have engaged on one side of the ques- 
tion, ina manner that appears unprecedented and 
unaccountable. This Association has passed a vote 
of censure on their brethren, of manifesting a disposi- 
tion to deprive the deniers of future punishment of the 
name and character of Christian ministers ; but the 
have not instructed their Committee to labor wit 
them, with a view to reclaim them in the least degree. 
Their Committee are barely to communicate by wri- 
ting their ecclesiastical censure. Who could sup- 
pose that such a procedure could have the least ten- 
dency to reconcile the accused aggressors, when the 
whole scope of the accusation, they had no reason to 


believe, was any other than a mere subject of dispute ? 


It is well known that the principal accused aggressors 
are Brs. Turner, Dean, and Wood. It appears from 
the extract from Br. Turner’s letter, that Br. Dean, 
who we learn from the Minutes attended the Associ- 
ation, the first day of its session, agreed on terms of 
reconciliation with Br. Ballou, the Moderator of that 
Association, and senior Editor of the Wniversalist 
Magazine. The next day, the ecclesiastical censure 
was passed in Br. Dean’s absence, which, for aught 
they have given the public, equally involves him as 
the two other brethren, notwithstanding a mutual 
agreement had taker place, the day before, between 
him and the principal who was offended. 

Having noticed this circumstance, we will now at- 
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tend to the censure itself, which they appear to found 
on what is called the Declaration. The articles of 
this Declaration, which were published in the 3d vol- 
ume of this work, I will here introduce on account of 
new subscribers. They are the following : 

“1. That, in our opinion, the doctrine of universal 
salvation, at the commencement of a future state, and 
that of the final restoration of all men by Jesus Christ, 
through faith and repentance, are distinct and diffe- 
rent doctrines, and are incapable of being reconciled 
together. 

“2, That we consider the former doctrine to be 
subversive of ajust sense of our accountability to 
God, and the proper distinction between virtue and 
vice, and, consequently, lessens the motives to virtue, 
and gives force to the temptations to sin.” 

It may be proper here to notice, as there now lies a 
public censure on my brethren, that the above state- 
ments were sent to me without the explanatory re- 
marks, and received my asseut, as expressive of my 
sentiments on these subjects; aud did actually re- 
ceive, in one instance, a modification from my pen. 
With the Appeal I had nothing to do, and of the ex- 
planatory remarks I had no knowledge, till they were 
sent for the press. Here [ take the hberty to state for 
myself, what no doubt is equally true of my brethren, 
that I had no idea or disposition, by the above state- 
ments, of depriving them of “the name and character 
of Christians.” Neither do [believe the accusation ts 
supportable from the Appeal.or Declaration. Finding 
my brethren censured on this ground, I have no dis- 
position to hide myself, because they would allow me 
to do it; for if there is any guilt or blame in this 
thing, I am one of the aggressors as well as they. 
And if they are called to. suffering on this account, let 
me have my share; for it is werth a world to perish 
in a cause which conscience approves, in comparison 
with feasting on the riches of deceit, and treading on 
the ashes of these that would not expose a brother to 
the shafts of an enemy. 
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I have no doubt that the Association are indebted 
to the Statement of the Editors of the Magazine for 
their censure. See Christian Repository, Vol. III. 
page 254. The reader that has access to it is request- 
ed to examine the whole paragraph, from which | 
quote the following: “They also say, repeatedly, it 
sets aside the scheme of salvation by Christ.” Mark 
this, reader: “it sets aside the scheme of salvation 
by Christ !? as well as is “detrimental to the morals 
of community,” and irreconcileable with their own | 
doctrine ; and yet they are willing to profess before 
God and man, to fellowship those who believe and 
avow it,—to fellowship them as christian ministers !”’ 

Now let us turn to page 166 of the same volume, 
where we find the piece from which they quoted the 
above remarks. It reads as follows: “Now it re- 
quires no great capacity to perceive, that this doctrine 
sets aside the scheme of salvation by Christ. I here © 
speak of our eternal salvation after death. Christ 
may, to be sure, be the means of doing considerable 
good to a number of mankind in this world, by his in- 
structions, &c. but as it respects their future state, his 
office as a Mediator has no relatien.” 

The reader will here perceive that the Editors of 
the Magazine have omitted an essential qualification. 
They have given a general application to what was 
defined, as having a particular meaning. “Mark this, 
reader,” say they, “it sets aside the scheme of salvation 
by Christ !”? Now, reader, if you please, mark ano- 
ther thing, “I speak here of our eternal salvation after 
death.” Do they believe in Christ’s saving men after 
death? No; they do not pretend it. How then can it 
be made to appear, there is a misrepresentation ? Does 
it not appear they did not like to have us state their 
sentiments, because they were then seen naked, with- 
out so much as a figleaf to cover their shame? Hav- 
ing thus mutilated a passage from its general connex- 
ion, and in utter violation of the qualifying sentences 
immediately connected with it, they have proceeded, 
as tho the field was their own, to all those lacerating 
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expressions which the reader finds in connection with 
this subject, in their statement. But, says' the rea- 
der, do you mean to accuse them of dishonesty ? I do 
not. And altho I cannot say but they wereas wicked 
as Cain, | have no doubt but what it may all be the 
effect of a blind attachment to their own peculiarities, 
and the excitement occasioned by opposition. I am 
entirely willing to impute it to the most charitable 
cause, and beg of every reader to do it. 

Have we attacked the sincerity of their faith? They 
profess to believe in Christ, and the sincerity of that 
profession we have never called in question ; neither 
do they pretend it. On this ground they would be 
entitled to the name of Christians, tho they virtually 
denied two thirds of its doctrine. Every error in 
Christianity is virtually one it, that is, as far as 
the error extends. But a declaration of this error 
does, by no means, impeach the character of him who 
embraces it. He is entitled to retain the name and 
character of his profession, so long as he retains the 
sincerity of his faith. 

The Editors of the Magazine have introduced the 
following as a specimen of harshness from Br. Wood’s 
Essay on Future Punishment. “The many gross ab- 
surdities to which the doctrine of immediate universal 
salvation is liable, and the vicious effects which it is 
calculated to produce, render it a doctrine justly de- 
serving of disapprobation and contempt.’”? That this 
sentence is severe | am willing to acknowledge, and 
when we consider Br. Wood’s youth* in the ministry 
at that time, it is no doubt justly censurable. 

In a note they: confidently ask, ““Who can produce 
so severe and contemptuous an expression as this, in 
all that has been written against future punishment ?” 
Thus they write as entirely ignorant of any thing like 
this on their part, or their particular adherents. I will 


*It appears from the Minutes, that the Editors of the Maga- 
zine were mistaken in the date of Br. Wood’s joining the Con- 
vention. It was in the year 1815 mstead of 1816, 
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now take the liberty to offer them one passage from the 
Sd volume of the Magazine, page 143, last column, 
as an ec. if not very superior. “If I have any know- 
ledge of wy feelings, I have no disposition to misun- 
derstand or misrepresent the views of my brethren 
who differ from me in their religious sentiments; but 
with my limited powers of perception, I cannot con- 
ceive of any other practical effect, as the fruit of the 
above doctrine,” (future punishment) “except pown- 
RIGHT HyPocRisy |”? Here we have it in toto, and 
with a very gracious preface. On this subject I will 
not, at this. time, multiply passages ; but I can show 
my brethren, if they wish, from their own publications, 
where future punishment is represented as disguised 
Calvinism, and without a perceptible shadow of dif- 
ference, both are pronounced alike unrighteous and 
cruel.* Heathen mythology and purgatory are more 
than once used as proper descriptive terms of this sen- 
timent, and once have its abettors been published as 
mongrel Universalists. And if this is not enough, I 
can produce a passage where one has emphatically 
proneunced the Curist1an doctrine of damnation an 
absolute lie, and entitled to no credit. 

On this subject I need not enlarge, nor would I 
have offered what I have, but from a humble hope that 
my brethren would open their eyes, and see what they 
have done, and what they are doing. , 

Our readers will perceive that there has been once 
a setilement between the junior Editors of the Maga- 
zine and the Authors of the Appeal and Declaration, 
and was broken up by them, because “the statements,”’ 
as they say, “in that agreement were not true.” Not- 
withstanding this public notice, no charge of falsehood 


* The following definition of Calvinism, from a noted editor 
on their side of this question, in comparison with the above, 
will give to our views the deepest tinge of iniquity. ‘If,’ says 
he, “it is possible to concentrate al] the essence of the most 
abominable, cruel, unnatural, vile, wicked, diabolical, and 
outrageously perverse principles in creation, into ene common 
foeus, that focus is Calvinism !” 
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lies against those brethren at the Association. Be- 
sides how come these Editors to know so much about 
this matter, when they wrote the statement in answer 
to the Appeal and Declaration, and afterwards suffer 
themselves to he so intolerably cheated as to justify 
them in abandoning their own agreement? Again. 
Those young editors seem to tell us that they had 
forgot their duty, till the old gentleman came home, 
and reminded them; and, as they were under age, 
mere nominal editors, or something like it, the agree- 
ment was, by no means, binding. 

Should we admit that the Appeal and Declaration 
were unprovoked, impolitic, and improper ;_ still, it 
affects not the subject, very materially. The question 
now before us is, whether they support the public cen- 
sure of the Southern Association. It is with reference 
to this idea, that I have endeavored to direct the pre- 
sent discussion. I cannot, therefore, but view the 
censure as the effect of a strange and unfortunate in- 
fatuation ; for I cannot yet think that the whole body 
of the Southern Association would designedly abuse 
any of their brethren. Charity induces me to conclude 
that many,.in this unfortunate struggle, know not what 
manner of spirit they ave of. 

My readers will here observe, that in this notice of 
the public censure of the Southern Association, I have 
confined myself to what has previously been before 
the public, with the exception only of the extract from 
Br. Turner’s letter. {t likewise may not be improper, 
tho it may look somewhat bold, to caution the Asso- 
ciation in attempting to maintain their censure, to be 
careful not to use arguinents, which we shall be able 
to turn against some of the brethren that do not be- 
lieve in future punishment. 

It is hoped the brethren will consider this subject 
with due caution, and take such steps as shall very 
justly entitle them to the name and character of 


Christian ministers. ' 
SAMUEL C. LOVELAND. 
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GOD’s WILL. 

Some people tell us that God has two wills, a secret 
will and a revealed one. The revealed will is, that 
all men should be saved ; but the secret will is, that 
some men should be eternally damned. Any person 
that has the use of his reason, and dares to use it, will 
see at once, that God cannot have two wills in direct 
opposition to each other. Butif the subtle schoolmen 
have discovered a will, not revealed in God’s word, 
and on this account may be called secret, that some 
men should be miserable to an endless duration, not- 
withstanding his revealed will is. to the contrary, how 
do they know but what God has another secret will 
that all men shall be eternally dammed? Surely, if 
they are unwilling to take his revealed word for it, 
how can they decide how the matter will prove. If 
the revealed will be no rule to judge of the secret, is 
it not as likely that God has a secret will of condem- 
nation against the believer, which he has net discover- 
ed, as that he should have a secret will against: the 
unbeliever, of which he is ignorant, but the. believer 
has found it out? Again, if the secret will of God, in 
all cases, is in direct opposition to his revealed will, 
as they tell us itis respecting the misery of the wick- 
ed, then.as his revealed will is, that all should be sav- 
ed, it follows of consequence that ald will be pamnep. 

If the secret will of God be the will of decree, and 
the revealed will a will of command and disposition of 
mind, it is altogether unaccountable how the secret 
will of God fixed those decrees, which were contrary 
to the disposition of the divine mind. 

Our: all-wise Creator cannot be indifferent of the 
final destiny-of his: offspring man. He either wills 
they all should be saved, er as wills they should not. 
St. Paul says, “God -will have allt men te be saved and 
tocome unto the knowledge: of the truth.” 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
Many good people pray forthe salvation of all men, 
and can it proceed from a wicked. spirit, that we be- 
lieve what. the: pieus.and benevolent pray for? No 
man that is unwilling to have all men saved can pray 
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the Lord’s prayer; because in that we say, thy will 
be done, and what God’s will is should ever be remem- 
bered. 

Christ says, “he came down from heaven not to do 
his own will, but the will of him that sent him.”? Then 
Christ came to save all men, for this is the will of God. 
For this reason he tasted death for every man ; sent 
his apostles into all the world ; and commanded them 
to preach to every creature. All that the Father giv- 
eth him, namely, the heathen for his inkeritance and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession, shall 
come to him, “and him that cometh to me,” he says, “I 
will in no wise cast out.” 

The prophet Isaiah says, “He shall see of the travail 
of his soul, and shall be satisfied.”’ He that came to 
do the will of God shall be satisfied. It seems then 
the will of God must be done. The benevolent Re- 
deemer shall be satisfied! Who can wish for more? 
Do the gloomy shades of hell surround you? Jesus has 
the keys. He opens the prison doors, and lets the 
prisoners go free. He breaks in pieces the gates of 
brass, and cuts in sunder the bars of iron. He binds 
up the broken hearted, proclaims liberty to the cap- 
tives, and comforts all that mourn. 

So we learn that if the will of God is not always 
done now, we may look for the time when it will be. 
We do not believe that all the prayers of good men 
for the salvation of their race, all travail of the Re- 
deemer who tasted death for every man, and the ex- 
tensive will of the supreme God, will be recorded in 
the archives of heaven, as the everlasting remem- 
brance of failure and defeat. Neither can we believe 
that he who wills us good, will turn to will us evil ; 
nor he who tasted death for us will cease to love us; 
nor will the acceptable prayers of the just be lost in 
everlasting forgetfulness. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
Dedication.—The new Meeting-House in Medway, 
Mass. built and owned principaily by Universalists, 
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was dedicated to the worship of Almighty God, on the 
29th of May last. Sermon by Br. Ballou of Boston. 
—_=— 

Installation.—On Monday, June 2d, was installed, 
as Pastor of the First Universalist Society in this 
town, the Rev. Davin Pickxerine. Lessons of Scrip- 
ture were read by Rev. Mr. Fuller of Attleborough— 
Introductory prayer by Rev. Mr. Killam of Attlebo- 
rough—Sermon by Rev. Mr. Bisbe of Brookfield— 
{text, Jeremiah xxii. 28,) who also offered the installing 
prayer. The delivery of the scriptures, charge, right 

and of fellowship, and concluding prayer, by Rev. 
Mr. Dean of Bosten—Benediction by the Pastor elect. 
The appropriate and impressive services were inter- 
spersed with hymns suited to the occasion, and per- 
formed in a manner creditable to the choir. The day 
was fine; the audience numerous and attentive. 

Providence Patriot. 
——— 

On Wednesday, May 29, Br. Bensamin Wuirte- 
MORE Was ordained to the pastoral care of the Univer- 
salist Society in Scituate, Mass. Brs. H. Ballou, H. 
Ballou, 2d, S. Stetson, and W. Morse, were present, 
and each took a part in the services. 

.———-) 

May 19, the new Universalist Meeting-House in 
Shrewsbury, Mass. was solemnly dedicated to the 
worship of God. In the afternoon, Br. Jacozp Woop 
was installed as pastor of the Society worshipping in 
said House. Brs. Dean, Wood, Monroe, Hudson, and 
Maynard, teok part in the exercises.—Chr. Intel. 


DIED at Bernardston, on on the vet of March, aftera 


very distressing sickness of about four years duration, Mrs. 
Nancy, wife of Rev. John Brooks, aged 41. The deceased 
was greatly beloved and respected for her virtues, during life, 
and died, as she had lived, believing in the universal love of 
God and salvation of men.— Ing. . 

In Reading, March 29, RosatiA MARCELLA AMSDEN, daugh- 
ter of Mr. Asa Amsden, in the fifth year of her age. 

In Cumberland, R. 1. on the morning of the 23d of June, 
Br, AsA WHEATON, in the 28th year of his age. At the last 
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General Convention of Universalists, he received a letter of 


fellowship as a preacher of the gospel. 
in Marlow, N. H. Dec. Ist, Mr. Lemur. Mi.uxr, aged 81; 


and on the 23d of June, his consort, Mrs. Monty MILLER, 
aged 79. Both of these aged servants of God went off the stage 
of action, with a triumphant faith in Jesus, the Savior of the 
world; with aneye on what the law and the prophets had tes- 
tified ofhim; and the cheering hope “which is an anchor of 
the soul; sure and stedfast, and entereth into that within the 


veil.” 
pS ___] 
THE INFANT CALLED AWAY. 
Let me go; for the day breaketh.—Jacox. 


Cease here longer to detain me, 
Fondest mother, drown’d in woe; 

Now thy kind caresses pain me ; 
Morn advances—let me go. 


See yon orient streak appearing! 
Harbinger of endless day: 

Hark! a voice sad nature cheering, 
Cails my new born soul away! 


Lately launch’d a trembling stranger, 
On the world’s wild boisterous flood, 
Pierc’d with sorrows, tossed with danger, 
Gladly I return to God, 


Now my cries will cease to grieve thee, 
Now my trembling heart finds rest, 

Kinder arms than thine receive me, 
Softer pillow, than thy breast. 


Through this calm.and holy dawning, 
Silent glides my parting breath, 
To an everlasting morning ; 
Gently close my eyes in death. 


Blessings endless, richest blessings, 
Pour their streams upon my heart; 
Tho no language yet possessing, 


Yet I speak them ere we part. 
_ ANONYMOUS, 

















96 Christian Repository. 


For the Repository. 


A POEM ON THE SHORTNESS AND UNCERTAINTY OF 
LIFE. 


Ah what is life? a flower, a vapor! 
The dew of morning, passing soon ! 

Or like the sudden wasting taper, 
Soon out—alas, how short the boon! 


Approach with silent grief the mansion, 
Where mortals slumber in the grave ;— 
Where now that damsel once so handsome? 

Where now that hero once so brave 


Where now those eyes once sparkling, glancing, 
Diffusing joy on all around? 

Where now that graceful form, enchanting ?P 
That voice r—in silence—how profound ! 


What lamentation and what wailing ! 
What mourning, struggling and what pain ! 
When the grief-worn body’s failing,— 


The soul now flies—now comes again ! 


This life’s a shadow, O how fleeting! 
How vain and transient all its joys! 

Its seeming pleasures all retreating, 
Leave but a name of fancied toys. 


Then since ’tis but a sleep of error, 
An unavailing imag’d life, 

Let us with wisdom view the mirror, 
And in religion seek relief. 


Let us anticipate with pleasure 
A life to come that never ends; 

And in that house lay up our treasure, 
Where we shall meet departed friends. 


Where grief and pain have no admission, 
And heavenly pleasure ceaseless reigns ; 
Where every soul in true submission, 


Shall praise our God while he remains. 
D. 8. 








